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Mr. Allingham speaks in his Preface of Professor Child's most valu- 
able and complete collection of Ballads with the somewhat superficial 
tone and jaunty manner that pervade all he says, and shows little ap- 
preciation of the learning and labor involved in Professor Child's re- 
searches. But it may be observed that he makes use of the results of 
them, especially in those of the Robin Hood ballads which he reprints, 
for the most part wisely following precisely the version given by Pro- 
fessor Child, though occasionally omitting a verse, and "improving" 
them by " an abatement of the very strong swearing," to use his words, 
or by a weakening of forcible expressions, to use our own. With all 
abatements, the volume is a delightful one, and a charming present for 
any one of quick imagination and tender sympathies. 



14. — Notices of the Triennial and Annual Catalogues of Harvard 
University: with a Reprint of the Catalogues of 1674, 1682, and 
1700. By John Langdon Sibley, A. M., Librarian of Harvard 
University, and Member of the Massachusetts and other Historical 
Societies. Boston. 1865. 8vo. pp. 61. 

A most unattractive title, except to an antiquary of the driest class. 
Yet we assure our readers — especially such of them as are Cambridge 
graduates — that the pamphlet will give them pleasure, nay, even 
amusement, no less than instruction. Mr. Sibley has interwoven 
with his history of the Harvard Catalogues many collateral scraps of 
College history and personal anecdote, some of them nowhere else 
accessible except in manuscript records. The work is thoroughly and 
carefully done, with the utmost neatness of style and method, and 
printed, too, accurately and beautifully. It is a monograph unique in 
its kind, and one of the class of publications which are growing at once 
more difficult and more precious every year, with the obliteration of 
old historical landmarks, the destruction of documents, and the obso- 
lescence of local traditions. 



15. — History of Thomaston, Rockland, and South Thomaston, Maine, 
from their first Exploration, A. D. 1605 ; with Family Genealogies. 
By Cyrus Eaton, Cor. Member of the Mass. Hist. Society, also 
of the Wisconsin Hist. Society, and Member Elect of the Maine 
Hist. Society. Hallowell. 1865. 2 vols. 12mo. pp. 468, 472. 

Mr. Eaton is totally blind, and has for his only amanuensis a daugh- 
ter who is almost helplessly infirm. He has accomplished this work 
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under the pressure of pecuniary difficulties, and seemingly at the 
utmost disadvantage. The book, however, bears tokens, not of strait- 
ened powers or means, but of the most conscientious and faithful dili- 
gence. In the history of the original Thomaston, and of the three mu- 
nicipalities into which it is now divided, we cannot think that anything 
worthy of record has been omitted. While many of the details have 
merely a local value, there are many more that belong to the country 
and the time, and that therefore would attract and reward the attention 
of any reader or student of history. The work in point of style is 
unambitious, and in faultless taste. The author had previously written 
a History of Warren, of such merit as to secure the respectful notice 
of the several Historical Societies to which he has since been chosen. 
We understand that he has published the work now before us on his 
own account ; and we trust that an appreciative public will liberally 
reward his labors. 
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